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The . COMMITTEE who were ap- 
pointed to enquire into the Progreſs 
that has' been made towards the A- 
mendment and Improvement of the 

Navigation of the THAMES and 
ISIS, in conſequence of the ſeveral 
Acts paſſed for that purpoſe ; and 
alſo into the Amount of the Re- 
ceipts and Expenditure, and of the 
{tate of the Trade on the ſaid Rivers; 

and to Report the ſame, as it 
ſhall appear to them, to the Houſe ; 


AVE, purſuant to the Orders of the 

Houle, enquired accordingly; and find; 
that ſeveral Acts have been paſſed for the im- 
proving the Navigation of the Thames and 
Iſis, from the gd of James the Firſt to the 24th 
of George the ſecond, but no Power was given 
in either of thoſe Acts to. borrow any Sum of 

Money for ſuch Improvements; ſince that Po. 


* 
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© riod Powers have been given by Acts of th. 


11th, 15th and 28th Geo. III. #4 borrow Mo 


ney tothe amount of £75,000; whereof f £25,00 


or 10 much thereof as ſhould be found neceſſa. 
ry, was to be laid out in improving and com- 
pleting the 8 Diſtrict of the ſaid Naviga- 


tion. 


By Act 11 Geo. III. the Navigation was 
directed to be divided into Six Diſtricts, viz, the 
Firſt, extending from the City of London to 
the City Stone above Staines Bridge; the Se- 
cond, from the City Stone to Me s- Lock, 
above Maidenhead Bridge ; the Third, from 
Boulter's Lock to Mapledurham, above the 
Entrance of the Kennet ; the Fourth , from 
Mapledurham to Shillingford „in the Coun- 
ty of Oxford; the Fifth, from Shillingford to 
Oxford ; and the Sixth from Oxford to Crick- 
ge, in the 2 of Wilts. 


By the ſame Act, all Members of the 
Houſe of Commons reſident within or repre- 
ſenting the Counties of Wilts, Glouceſter, Ox- 


| ford, Berks, Bucks, Surrey and Middleſex; th: 
Lord Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Lon 


don; the High Bailiff of Weſtminſter ; the 
Vice Chancellor and Heads of Colleges anc 


Halls in tne Univerſity of Oxford; the Dear 


and Canons of Chriſt Church ; the Dean anc 
Prebends of Weſtminſter ; the Bun and Reſi- 
dentiaries of St. Paul's; the Dean and Ca- 
nons of Windſor: the Provoſt and Fellows ol 
Eaton College; the Rectors and Incumbents ol 


carrying on the Works on t 


_ of September 1792, by which it appears, 


cn ling Michaelmas 1 


-* 
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the ſeveral Pariſhes that border on the Thames; 
the Mayors and Recorders of Oxford, Abing- 
don, Wallingford, Reading, Henley, Maiden- 
head, and Windſor; the Bailiffs and Recorder 
Kingſton upon Thames; the Truſtees or Com- 
miſſioners of the River Wey, the Proprietors of 
the ſaid River; the Mayor, Aldermen, and Re- 
corder of Guilford: and the Bailiffs of the town 
of Godalming for the Time being, and all Per- 
ſons who ſhould at any Time reſide or have 
an Eſtate of One hundred Pounds per An- 
num within either the Counties before named, 
were appointed Commiſſioners for putting the 
{aid Act into Execution, and have been con- 
tinued by the ſubſequent Acts ; but now ex- 
cute their Powers within the Five upper Di- 
ſtricts only, viz, from Staines to Cricklade, the 
Firſt Diſtrict being by the Act 14 Geo. III. 


placed under the Juriſdiction of the City of 
London. Then, 


Mr. WILLIAM MONTAGUE, from 
the Chamberlain's Office of the City of Lon- 
don, delivered in to your Committee an Ac. 
eount af Money received and paid annually, for 

ITy f he River Thames, 
within the Juriſdiction of the City of London 
from the agth of September 1785 to the 2gth 


hic! that 
the produce of the Tolls paid into the Cham- 
her, as taken on an Average of Five Years 

ng | 792, amounted to {1,980 
268. 14 id. and the Diſburſements to {2,291 
75, 8d. moking an Annual Deficiency © 


| of 
£ 


(6) 
30g. os. -84d,; and alſo a State of the Debts 
contracted in carry ing on the works for impro- 
ving the , Navigation, amounting to L 14.995. 
108. 11d. and an Account of Money exp nded 
by the Corporation out of their own Eilate in 
the years 1774, 1775, and 1776, towards im- 
proving the ſaid Navigation, excluſive of £-76. 
438. 4d. per annum to the Clerks who attend 


and do the bufineſs for the Committee; and 
allo, Lg 


A State of the Money received and paid 
for ſeven years commencing the 29th of Sep- 
tember 4785, and ending 2ꝛgth of September 


1792; by which the Total Receipts appear to 


have been L 15,204. 128. 74. and the Diſ- 
burſements / 15,031. 198. 84. leaving a Ba- 
lance in hand of ( 172. 125. 11044. And io, 


A Liſt of the Seventeen n Agony. | 
itants, from the age of 64 to 81 Who receive 
478 per annum for the Principal Sums of 
L 5,300 borrowed of them: Then, | 


Mr. CHARLES TRUSS, Clerk of the 
Works within the Juriſdiction of the City de- 
Iivered in an Account of the Number of Tons 
A Goods ſent from Leachlade, Oxford, Abing- 
don, Wallingford, Newbury, Reading, Henley, 
and Wooburn, from September 29th. 1789 to 
September 29h 1790, W to 04.358 

Tons; and allo, _- | 


67,2 


An account of number of Tons of Goods 
ſent from 29th of September 1791 to 2gth' of 
September 1792, from Maidenhead, Windſor, 
Staines Chertley,, Guilford, Weybridge, Shep- 
perton, Mouldſey, Ditton , Kingſtan, Twick. 
enham, Richmond, Iſleworth, Brentford, and 
Stroud, amounting to 201,175 Tons, and diſtin- 
guiſhing the Toll received by the City, and 
the amount of Goods ſent from each Place; 
Then, N | > 


Mr Truſs being examined, ſaid, he believes 
that the ſtate of the Navigation from Staines to 
Iſleworth is as good as it poſſibly can be under 
the preſent Tolls, but that in dry ſummers 
there is no more than two feet fix inches of 
Water for ſix months together; that he knows 
of no other method by which the River. could 
be effectually improved, ſo as to give Three 
Feet Ten Inches of Water at all Times, but by 
making of ' Pound Locks, which ( as there 1s 
36 Feet Fall) he apprehends would require 
Nine Locks from Staines to Richmond; but a 
Canal Navigation would: be preferable to the 
River with ſuch Pound Locks. Fe, 


Aud being aſked, if he knew the ſtate of 
the River from Staines to Boulter's Lock? he 
faid, he did; and that that part of the River 
is liable to much the ſame Obſtructions as in 
the other Diſtrict ; that it might be improved 
by Pound Locks, but not effectually ; and he 
has no doubt but it would be preferable to cut 
à Canal from Boulter's Lock to Ifleworth ; 
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that there Annually paſses between Boulter's 
Lock and Iſleworth abowt 107,265 Tons up 
and down, about two Thirds as much up as 
down; that about Three Years ago, in One 
Year, 64,539 Tons came down paſt the lock, 
and 42,906 Tons went up, aſcertained by the 
Tolls collected for the City, which calculation 
does not include Goods belonging to any place 
below Boulter's lock; that the City collect 
Four Pence per ton for all Goods that paſs 
Staines; that it will require, he apprehends, 
ſeven Pound Locks between Staines and Boul- 
ter's Lock; that he knows the Clewer Stream, 


but belives that if the Navigation was carried 


down the mill Stream, it would be a great 
Hindrance to the Barges Navigating, as there 
is no material Shoal in that part of the River; 
that before the improvements were made with- 
in the City's Jurifdietion, he has known Bar- 
ges Twelve or Fourteen days coming down, but 
fince that time they are about à day; that if 
a Canal was made from Ifleworth to Boulter's 
Lock, at two miles and an half an Hour, it 
would take up Eight Hours.—And being aſked 


if he had made any Calculation what the ſa- 


ving of Freight would be if ſueh Canal was 


made? he ſaid, at the rate of an Halfpenny 


per ton per Mile, there would be ſaved of ex- 
pences, in a Barge of 140 or 150 Tons, about 
£8. per Voyage; and that he ſhould ſuppoſe 
1t the Canal was made 60 feet wide, two Hor- 
ſes would be ſufficient to tow ſuch a Barge, but 


if only 30 or 40 feet it would be a greater 


Draught, and require more; aud that from 


9). 


twelve to ſixteen Horſes are required upon the 
River; that great expence is incurred by the 
Hawling , Lines on the” River, One of £13. 
Vaiue being worn out in about Three Voyages; 
they would not want one of half that Expence 
on the Canal, which would laſt three months 
perhaps; and that he has been acquainted with 
this buſineſs almoſt Fifty Years. 


And being aſked, whether there are any 
Tolls collected by Individuals within the Ju- 
riſdiction of the City that remain unpurchaled ? 
he ſaid, there are fix, viz. One at the Earl of 
Dyſart's at Peterſham, who receives three pence . 
per Horſe towing, this amounts to £190. a 
year, which, ſince he remembers, paid only 
8, and that not paid by the Barge Maſters, 
but by the Proprietors of the Towing Horſes 3 
the next is at Kingſton, belonging to Meſſrs. 
Burchett and Company, at threepence per 
Horſe, which amounts to about the ſame ſum; 
the Towing path is now there which was for. 
merly on the Middleſex fide; the next is Co- 
ionel Hodges's at Moulſey, only £5. a Year 
by agreement; the next is Mr. Perrott's of Lale.. 
ham, at one penny- per horſe, which produces 
about (35 a year; the next is Lord Lonſdale's 
at Lalcham, at Two Pence per Horſe, which 
amounts to about £70. per Annum; the next 
is at Staines Bridge, for going under the bridge 
at Eight Pence per Barge which amounts to 
about £35 a Year; and he imagines about 
£15,000 would purchaſe theſe Private Tolls.— 
and being aſked, if any Works within the Ci- 


(9) 


ty's Juriſdiction are ſuſpended for Want of 
Money to defray the Expences ? he ſaid, ſeve- 
ral very neceſsary Works, namely, a Towing- 
path is much wanted at Staines ; a Bridge o- 
ver a Creek at Wharton; and a Towing-path 


at Richmond, of about goo' feet in length in 
deep Water. 0 


And being aſked, What a Half- penny 
per Ton per Mile on the Tonnage likely to 
paſs upon ſuch a Canal would produce? he 
"aid, on the preſent Trade about (4, 500 per 
Annum; but he apprehends the Canal would 
induce more trade to paſs than at preſent does 
on the River, and that with two horſes, a tow- 
ing Line of the Value of £2 will be ſufficient. 


That the Diſtance from Iſleworth to Boul- 
ter's Lock by the River is Thirty-ſeven miles 
and an half, the propoſed Canal will be only 
Nineteen miles and an half; that the. expence 
of Towing on the River is about C12. but by 
the Canal will be Ct. and that it will take a 
barge three days, or in ſummer. Time, with a 
favourable Water, Two Days to go from Ifle- 
worth to Boulters lock; but barges are frequently 
detained in ſummer Time for want of Water 
Five or Six days, and he has known them a 
fortnight ; that Flaſhing is much uſed on the 
River, which is a very abominable Practice, be- 
_ cauſe after the Flaſh is drawn, and the lock fhut 
in again, it leaves the River almoſt dry for 
_ Twenty-four hours, inſomuch that he has wal- 


ked over the Channel of the River at Marlow, 


. tu) 


without wetting his Feet; and Barges naviga- 
ting upwards are Nlopped for many hours; and 
the Mills are alſo ſtopped in conſequence ; that 
the Diſtance from Ifleworth to Windſor is a- 
bout 294 Miles along the River, that ſuppoſing 
the Canal to take Place it would be only 15 
Miles ; that the preſent Freight of Coals from 
London to Windfor 1s Nine Shillings per chal- 
dron, but he apprehends it would not be more 
than five ſhillings if the Canal ſhould be made; 
that the preſent freight of Goods between Lon- 
don and Reading is Ten fhillings per ton, but 
te ſuppoſes by the Canal they would be car- 
ried for fix ſhillings and eight pence per ton ei- 
ther up or down; that Goods would be de- 
tivered in Two Days by the Canal be. 
tween London and Reading, while the paſ- 
ſage by the Thames is uncertain; that the 


0 Price of land Carriage of Goods between Lon. * 

7 don and Reading is thirty-three ſhillings and 

e and four pence per ton, or twenty Pence per 

y hundred; that he thinks Goods might be de- 4 
a Hvered in much the ſame time by the Canal 4 
a as by Land Carriage; that the old Thames 

Barges make Eight or Nine Trips a Year be- 

y tween Reading and London, but if they bad 

er fufficient freight on the Canal, they might make 

a a trip a week; but he apprehends that the 

1e Barges to be uſed on the Canal would be 

e- fmaller, and therefore require much the ſame 

ut Number are now uſed ; that they ſhould not 

or exceed One hundred tons burthen, which 

al- would require two Horſes , he ſhould think 


”" 
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to tow them that the diſtance from -Boulter's 
Lock to Windſor is about 7 miles, and from 
Boulter's Lock to Marlow is near 8 miles; that 
the F reight of Coals from London to Marlow 
is eight ſhillings per Chaldron; the difference 
I between the! Freight to Windſor and to Mar- 
low is occaſioned by the Marlow Barges having 
downward Freight, and the Windlor Barges 
ſcarcely -any.—And being aſked, how many 
Voyages might the Thames barges make if 
they: had Freight ſufficient ? he ſaid, they might 
make 14 or 15 if there was no obſtruction b 
by Floods or low Water; and he has heard 
when they were ſmaller than they now are, they 
have made as many; but a Year is hardly e- 


ver known but what there are ſuch Obſtruc. 
tions. Then, 


"= 
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Mr HENRY ALLNUTT, General Clerk 
o the Commiſſioners acting for the Five up- 
| By Diſtricts, delivered in to your Committee 
' an Account of the Tolls now paid in the five. 
| upper Diſtricts for a barge of 60 Tons to the 

old Lock and Weir Owners, as well as to the 
' Commiſſioners , amounting in the whole to 


7s. 4d. per ton between Staines and Leach- 
lade; And alſo, 


An Account of the Receipts and Pay- 
ments on the Thames Navigation for 8 years, 
from 1785 to 1792, by which it appears the 
Receipts have been (60, 627. 1s. 2d. and the 
Payments (62, 926. 78. 10d.; And alſo, 


48 


Accounts of the Trade that paſſ ed on che 


"River from Marlow, Henley, Reading, Wal- 


lingford, Abingdon, and Leachlade, amoun- 
ting in 


: We 7 56,365 tons. 


5 
1781 - to - $59,796 tons. 
1786 - to - 55,503 tons. 
1787 - to - 67,011 tons. 
1788 — ;to 695238 tons. 
1789 - to 70, 191 tons. 
1790 — ,to - 60,528 tons, 
1791 to 60.328 tons. 
1792 - to - 68,800 tons. 


And alſo, A liſt of the Offices and Offi- 


cers of the Navigation, Sers an Account * 


their Salaries, amounting to £826. 178. 


annum, excluſive of the Diſtrict Clerks, 1 — 
are paid according to their trouble, not havin 


a ſettled Salary; the Receivers of the Tolls, 


who have two Pence in the Pound of the Mo- 


ney received ; and of the [Treaſurer who re- 
ceives no Emolament ; And alſo, 


8 of Proccedivics . ad Re- 
ſolutions. of the Commiſſioners of the Naviga- 


tion relative to the Second Diſtrict, ſince the 


27tl of June 17983 And alſo, 


Cop ies of Orders, 888 * Re- 


| ee of the Commiſſioners, relative to the 


Appointment ol Committees for building Lech- 


(44) 


lade and Oſney pounds, and e ſuch 
Reſolutions; ; And alſo, 


Copies of Proceedings, Orders , and Re. 
ſolutions of Commiſſioners relative to the fixth 
Diſtrict, made fince 27th July 1791; And allo, 


Copy of a Brief of a Bill intended to 
have been brought into Parliament in 1793, 
for enlarging the Powers of the Acts made tor 
improving and completing the Navigation of 
the Rivers Thames and Iſis; from the City 
Stone near Staines in Middleſex to Cricklade 
in Wilts; And alſo, . | 


Copy of Extracts of Proceedings of the 
Commiſsioners of the Thames Navigation, as 
to the intended Canal from Boulter' 8 Lock 
to Iſleworth; ee 


Mr. Allnutt being examined, ſaid, That 
the Commiſsioners have borrowed on the Cre- 
dit of the Five upper Diſtricts £48,900 , of 
which £47,400 has been received, which toge- 
ther with the Tolls have been laid out in pur- 
chaſing Land for, and erecting Twenty-two 
Pound. Locks, purchaſing Two more of the 
Commiſsioners of Sewers, making a continued 
Horſe towing path from Staines to near Ox- 
ford, being about '64 miles, and 15 miles of 
other Towing paths in various disjunct parts, 
with Gates, Bridges, and other Works neceſſarx 
for ſuch Towing path; and in payment of 


({ 15 ) 


the Intereſt , Salaries to Officers , Rents of 
Towing paths, and rebuilding and Repairs of 
Works. 


The Tolls, paid throughout to the old 
Lock Owners, being private Individuals, and 
exiſting before the 11 Geo. III. and which 
were ſecured by that Act without Power of 
Reduction, amount on 1 ton to gs. 3d., as ap- 
pears by Orders of the former Commilsioners, 
lodged in the Hands of the Clerks of the Peace 
of the Counties through which the Thames 
paſſes, the Tolls which the Commiſsioners,. ac- 
ting under the Acts 11, 15, and 28 Geo. III 


are impowered to lay, is Four Pence per Ton 
at each Pound Lock ; and the Tolls actually 


laid and taken by them amount throughout to 
48. 1d. per ton, the whole Toll, as well pub- 
lic as private, taken from Staines to Leachlade, 
being the higheſt point to which improvements 
extend (a Diſtance of about 105 miles) amount 
to about d. per ton per mile, or 1d. for 
each Fare, Trip, or Voyage to London and 
back. The amount of the new Tolls from 
Staines to Reading, on the Average, is £4. per 
ton per mile; from Reading to Oxford, 2d. 
per ton per mile; from Oxford to Leachlade, 
51. per ton per mile; the whole Toll from 
Staines to Reading 1s collected between Mai- 
denhead and Reading, being about 24 Miles. 
There is no Lock between Maidenhead and 
Staines, and conſequently no toll, though a 
conſiderable Sum has. been expended on that 
part of the Navigation. In 1767 there paſſed 


| 
1 
| 
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56,365 tons through Marlow Lock npwards ; 
and as that 1s not the loweſt place where Tolls 
are now taken by the Commilſsioners, it is con- 
ceived that 5,500 more tons may be added to 
it , making 61,865 tons that paſſed Boulter's 
lock before the Improvements were made under 
Act 11 Geo. III. and ſince that there bas paſſed 
Boulter's lock upwards, on an Average of Se- 
ven Years, from 1785 to 1792, incluſive, 69,285 
tons, being an increaſe of 7,420 tons per An- 
num. this Calculation is taken from what each 
Boat is marked for, and not from the Goods 
actually on Board. the Boats are marked to 
pay for gft. gin., and are allowed to draw 1 
inch more Water; for which they do not pay. 
There are alſo ſuppoſed to be near 20,000 ton 
of Goods brought upwards, within the Com- 


miſſioners Jurildiction , between Staines and 


Boulter's Lock, for which no Toll is paid to 
the Commiſhoners. The abqve Quantities of 
69,285 and 20,0Co, making together near 90,000 
tons, is the whole of the Trade paſſing up- 
wards from Staines; and the Trade paſſing 
downwards, 1s preſumed to be fully equal to 
the upward Trade ; which makes the whole 


Trade paſsing on the Navigation at Staines 


180,000 Tons per Annum. 


That from the beſt Informaticn he could 
obtain, the Price of the Carriage of Gcods, 
including Freight and Tonnage upwards, in 
1772, was, to Windlor 8s. per Chaldron of 
Coals, and now is 8s., and at the Rate of 15d. 


per ton per mile; — to Maidenhead was 9s., 


fr) 


and now is 8s. and at the Rate of 144. per 


ton per mile to Great Marlow, 10s. and now 


is 88.;—to Henley was 12s. and now is gs., 
and at the Rate of 141. per ton per mile; — 

to Reading was 158. "and now is 98. 6d. and 
at the Rate 1d. per ton per mile, higher than 
which place the Commiſsioners have not ſet 


the price of Carriage ſince the Improvements 


were made : that when the laſt Loan was made 
in 1791, to raiſe {10,000, Offers were made 
to ſubſcribe (19,00 the Bonds have frequent- 
ly borne a premium of C5. per centum. 


That it appears by the Accounts that the 
Oxford Committee had received up to the 
time of palsing 


- their Account, in 1791 < ' = £4,438 7 3 


and fince that time - < < 88 
that the Leachlade Committee 8 
5500 = — 
have received 
making, 13, 13.798 7 3 


| the whole Money applied in the 6th Diſtrict 
£13,738 75. gd. out of {25,000 allowed by the 


Act 28th Geo. III. for that diſtrict, which ſum 
ariſes from both Loans and T olls, the Groſs 
Toll in that Diſtrict amounting to £354. 18. 6d; 
the Net to £279. 14s. 6d. per Abnum: that 
of the Sum allotted to the Oxford Committee, 
4,10. has been paid Mr Clowes for ſurveying 
and £195. 6s. to Daniel Harris for ſuperinten- 
ding in the Years 1788, 1789, 1790, and 1791: 
that the Sum which had been laid out in that 
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Diſtrict, prior to the Act 28 Geo. III. was 


(231. for altering Radcot Bridge, in the 
Year 1787, 


That the Plans which have been taken 
by the Orders of the Commilstoners of the 
River, were, 1ſt. one taken by Mr Nicholls (he 
believes about the time of the Commencement 
of Act 11 Geo. III.) which went from London 
Bridge to Leachlade ; another from Leachlade 
to Reading was taken by Mr. King, about the 
year 1787; and another by Mr. Mylne, which 
is annexed to his Report, in 1791 : that he 
conceives the Plans taken by Mr. Nicholls and 
Mr. King were not from actual Admeaſure- 
ments, as they do not note the Fall of Water 
or the Shallows between Leachlade and Lon- 
don Bridge, or other impediments to the Na- 
vigation ; the Fall of Water 1s accurately de- 
ſcribed in Mr. Briendley's Map as high as 

Boulter's Lock, but that Map was not done 
by Order of the Commiſsioners: that he ap- 
prehends no general Survey has been made of 
the River from Leachlade to Boulter's Lock, 
or further down the River,. but only partial or 
local ones, of {mall diſtances, and at different 
times, and by different Perſons. —And being 
alked, if there are any experienced profeſsional 
Engineers m the employ of the Commiſſioners, 
acquainted with the proper mode of improving 
River Navigations? he faid, the only Perſons 
employed by the Commiſſioners, as Surveyors, 
in amending and improving the Navigation, 


re Mr. John Treacher for the Fourth, Fifth, 


- 
, 
- 
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( 19 ) 
and Sixth Diſtricts , and Mr. John Clark for 


the Second and Third Diſtricts, who have 


been in that employ many Years paſt. 


That he finds 12 Voyages have been made 
by one Milles from Reading to London in 
1781, and he thinks there have been frequent 
Caſes of 14 Voyages being made from Reading 
in the Year—that the firſt Locks on the Ri- 
ver were built with deal; they have been all 
rebuilt, with Oak or Brick except two, Caver- 
ſham and Mapledurham, which are now in a 
very bad State ; that Application. was intended 
to be made in this Seſſion of Parliament, and 
the Notices given as required by the Standing 


Orders, for an Act of Parliament for erecting 


Pound Locks below Boulter's Lock, and for o- 
ther purpoles, the proceedings on which inten- 
ded Act were poſtponed by Order of a Gene- 
ral Meeting of the Commiſſioners. | 


Mr. JOHN CLARK, Surveyor of the 
2d. and gd. Diſtricts, being examined, ſaid, 
that he has been Surveyor 19 years laſt Au- 
guſt ; the Nature-of his employ being to keep 
the Works in Repair, and to report, from time 
to time, the Works neceſſary to be done: that 
the Navigation in the Third Diſtrict is very 
good; in the ſecond Diſtrict very bad, for 
want of Pound Locks and Stops, between 
Boulter's Lock and Staines: that He thinks 
the Navigation in the Second Diſtrict can be 
made equally convenient for Navigation as in 


% 


* N ( _ ) 


the Third, By erecting Three Pound Locks ; 
the Firſt near Clewer Mill, and making the 
paſſage for the Barges through Clewer Mill. 


Stream; the ſecond, near the King's Engine, 


below Windſor Bridge ; the third, he has not 
yet determined where it ſhould be; but he 
thinks, near the City Stone: that the difference 
in level from Clewer mill Lock to the lock 
propoſed near the King's Engine, is near five 
feet ; the difference between Clewer Lock and 
Windſor Bridge , is two feet; but between 
Windſor Bridge and the point of the Ifland 
called black Potts, near the Engine, it is three 
feet, though the diſtance is not above 4 of a 
mile: that he conceives there 1s no other Way 
of improving the Navigation of this diſtrict, ſo 
as to allow Boats, drawing gft. 10in. of Wa- 
ter, to paſs ; but there is a difference of Opi- 


nion with reſpect to the palsage by the Clewer 
Mill Stream: that Mr Davis has been twice 


to Survey the ſecond Diſtrict, by Order of the 
Commiſſioners, but thought the Water was too 
deep; but that it did not appear to him to be ſo, 
particularly the laſt Time; that the Barges meet 
with the greateſt Obſtruction abont + a mile 
below Windſor Bridge, in the fecond Drſtrict, 
and near Laleham in the Firſt. | 


Mr. JOHN TREACHER, Surveyor of 
the Upper Diſtricts, delivered in to your Com- 
mittee a Report of a Survey made by him to 
the Commiſhopers, the Sth of May 1792; And 


allo, 


1 
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An Eſtimate, made Auguſt the 27th 1791, 
by Mr. S. Simcock (Engineer of the Oxtord 
Canal) for making and completing the River 
Iſis, from Fidler's Iſlands to Godſtow lock; then, 


Mr. Treacher being examined, ſaid, that 
he has acted as General Surveyor to the Com- 
miſſioners for 6 Years laſt Lady day: that there 
wants, in the fourth Diſtrict. of the River, a 


ſtop to be made below Wallingford Bridge, 


near Chamber's Hole: that Hart's Lock 1s a 
very great Nuiſance, owing to the great Quan- 
tity of looſe Timber; and Wallingford Bridge 
is another, the Arch wanting to be widened, 


and the Ribbs taken out, and ſeveral Shoals 
require to be ballaſted. | 


In the fifth Diſtrit between Days and 
Sutton Locks there requires a ſtop or Pound 
Lock at or near Clifton Ferry; nothing more 
material is wanting until you come to Newn- 
ham, from thence to Oxford there is no Tow- 
ing path formed; Two Ponnd Locks (Sandford 
and Ifley) want lengthening and repairing, the 
Weirs of both of thoſe Locks want raiſing, and 
ballaſting is wanted between Newnham and 
Oxford, and ſtops to the back Ditches, ſome 
of which want Gauge Weirs, and others to be 
totally ſtopped ; the Pound Lock that has been 


recommended by Mr. Jeſsop at Newnham is 
found not to be neceſsary. | 


In the Sixth Diſtrict there wants a nevz 
navigation Arch to Folly Bridge, and a ſhort cu: 
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above the Bridge to Oſney Stream; the Tail 
Cut to Oſney new Pound Lock wants deep- 
ening, the Navigation is then good till it comes 
to the four Streams, and from thence to God- 
ſtow the Navigation is very bad; the Towing 
path has been formed, but moſt part of it is 
waſhed away by the F lood, it ſhould have been 
on the oppoſite fide; the Sills of Olney Lock 
are rather too high, but that's becauſe a proper 
Head 1s not kept up; Godſtow is much in the 
ſame Way, but there is a long Cut above the 
Lock, which is not deep enough in ſome places 
by a foot, and in others eighteen inches; theſe 
two Locks, and the Works upon Port Meadow, 
were executed under the direction of Mr Daniel 
Harris of Oxford; that this part of the Rivercame 
naturally under his inſpection as Surveyor; that 
he was Ordered by the Commiſſioners to ſurvey 
it at ſeveral Meetings, and went ſeveral Times 
to inſpect into the Works, but the Oxford 
Committee appeared very angry with him for 

interfering, having appointed Mr. Harns: that 
a more eligible line in his Opinion may be 
found than continuing the Navigation down 
Port Meadow by coming down the Witham 
Stream that he thinks the head Sill of Pin kill 
Lock 1s rather too high, but it has not had a 
fair Trial, there not having been a ſufficient 
pen of Water; that the general ſtate of the Na- 
vigation between Oxford and Leachlade is much 
che ſame as when viewed in 1791 by a Commit- 
ice of Commiſſioners; materials are provided in 
Port Meadow to erect a Weir on the fide of it, 


according to Mr Simcock's Plan and Eſtimate. 
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And being aſked, whether, if Mr. Clowes 
the Engineer appointed by the Leachlade Com- 
mittee, had proceeded, with his Aſhſtant Clerk 
"of the Works upon the Thames, the Naviga- 
tion would have been compleated by this Time? 
he ſaid, if there had been no more Pound locks 
to be built it would; and that he has a con- 

ſtant Salary from the Commiſſioners for ſuper- 
intending and conſtructing Works in theſe Di- 
{tricts; that ſome of the Materials provided un- 
der the direction of Mr. Clowes, he thinks, 
have periſhed for want of being uled ; the ſtone * 
that lies on the fide of Port Meadow muſt be 
damaged, the Bricks much damaged, and the 
lime totally ſpoiled. 


That the Clerk to the Commiſſioners 
wrote to the Proprietors of Weirs ſeparately, 
and he has called on them all to require them 
to put them into good Repair, which they 
promiſed to do as ſoon as they could; one of 
them has been rebuilt (Old Nan's weir;) Then, 


Mr. JOSIAH CLOWES being exami- 
ned, ſaid, That he was concerned in conſtruc- 
ting the works on the Thames from Leachlade 

to Ruſhey; he left that employ in 1799; and 
if he had continued with the ſame workmen 
he ſhould nearly have compleated the works 
to Oxford by this Time, though he could 

hardly get the Materials quick enough down 
the River, on Account of the Shoals'; that he 
does not think it adviſeable to conduct the 
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Navigation down Port Meadow ; but if it 
were io, the towing path ought to have been 


made on the ſolid Ground, the deepeſt Water 


running cloſe to the ſolid Ground; he thinks 
the Navigaticn ought to have gene deun the 
Witham Stream, but he can't {peak with cer- 
tainty, not having ſurveyed it himſelf ; that he 
knows of the Berkeley, Hereford and Glou- 
ceſter, Leominſter, and the Birmingham and 
Worceſter Canals now forming to the Severn, 
the Goods frem which are expected to pals 
through the Scvern Canal down the Thames to 
London ; that he has ſeen the Plan of a Ca- 


nal made by Mr. Whitworth, in the year 1784, 


from the Thames and Severn Canal, above 
Leacblade, to Abingdon, and thinks it a moſt 
eligible one, and that it would have been more 
for the advantage of the Public to have execu- 
ted that Plan than to have attended to the 


Improvement of the River. Then, 


Mr. ROBERT WHITWORTH, Engi- 


neer, being examined, ſaid, that he rccollects 


making a Plan, in 1784, of a Canal from the 
Thames and Severn Canal to Abingdon, which 


was propoſed in Conſequence of the bad State 
of the River Navigation; that he took the 
Soundings, and meaſured the length, and found 
it was very ſhallow, and very bad in many Pla- 
ces, and the Towing path in bad order in {ome 
places; he recollects Port Meadow being one 


of the ſhalloweſt places, that it would be much 


better to make the Towing path there on the 
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ſolid Ground, as it muſt be very expenſive to 
raiſe it out of the bed of the River; that the 
Canal would have been compleated by this 
Time if the Act had paſſed; and if Water can 
be obtained for making a Canal from Hart's 
Ferry to Abingdon, it would be a public Ad- 
vantage, ſaving 18 miles out of 24, but he 
is not certain whether Water could be got 
high enough from the River Ock, but he ſup- 
poles it might by fetching it a great way, but, 
by means of a Fire Engine, it may be had ei- 
ther out of the Ock or Thames ; that he took 
a Survey of the River from Boulter's Lock to 
Iſleworth, and reviſed. part of it in 1774 ; 
that it would be very expenſive to compleat 
the Navigation of that part of the River by 
Pound Locks, as there muſt be Weirs acrols 
the River, or elſe the Locks would be of little 
Ule; the only way*to make a perfect Navigati- 
on will be to make a Canal from Boulter's lock. 
to Ifleworth, there having been a great deal of 
Money laid out on the River, and it ſtill con- 
- nuing very imperfect; that it ts impoſſible to 

fay what the Expence of a Pound Lock and 
Weir below Boulter's Lock would be, unleſs 
the Place was pointed out, and a Plan for- 
med for it, and he never Surveyed the Ri- 
ver with that View, and thinks, that with 
Pound Locks and Weirs it never will be made 
a good Navigation between Boulter's Lock and 
Staines; that he has Surveyed the River with 
a View to build a Lock at Chertſey, the Ex- 
pence of which he ſuppoſes will be between 
two and three thouſand Pounds; that he knows 
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the Mill Stream at Clewer, and that it would 
be much better for the Navigation to paſs 
through that Stream than down the River; the 
Lock might be ſet near the Mill to very great 
Advantage; that upon his Survey of the Ri- 
ver, he ſaw there was a much better Way of 
improving the Navigation than by makin 
Pound Locks, that is, by a Canal from Buul- 
ter's lock to Iſleworth.— And being aſk-d, if 
the Navigation of the River could made good 
as low as Staines, might not a Canal be made 
from thence to Iſleworth ? he ſaid he doubted 
if the Water could be taken out of the River 
at Staines on a Level ſufficiently high to go 
the Cut which was propoſed to go from Boul- 
ter's Lock, but perhaps there might be a Line 
found lower down, and imagines it would be 
better to come out above Staines ; the Fall of 
Water between Boulter's Lock and Iſleworth 
is about 70 feet. And being asked, how many 
Loks will be neceſsary between thoſe Places ? 
he ſaid, if made by ſide Cuts out of the River, 
they muſt not be' above 5 feet, but if made 
by a Canal, they may be 10 feet each; and he 
imagines 14 Or 15, Locks will be necellary, as a 
River Navigation requires very near every foot 
of Water to be penned up, otherwiſe the Boats 
will hang upon the Sills in ſhort Water Time 
that he thinks Pound Locks may be built o 
as not to blow up, but they will be liable to 
Damage every Flood; that the Fall from Sta'ncs 
to Iſleworth is about 36 teet; that he had ma de 
a Plan of an Inland Navigation from Boulter's 
Lock to Iſlewortb, but has not the Eſtimate 
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here; but he thinks it was lets than £50,000; 
and if the Canal was to be made, the Town 
of Windſor would have the ſame Navigation 
they have now, and they may have a Colla- 
teral Cut to the Canal of about a Mile long ; 
that he has made a Calculation of how much 
it would lower the Water at Windſor, which 
he thinks was about the 20th part of an Inch, 
and was made upon the greateſt number of 
Boats that was ſuppoſed would paſs on the 
Canal.--And being aſked whether there. was 
to be a Pound Lock on the Collateral Branch? 
he ſaid, there muſt be a lock. 


Mr. ROBERT MYLNE, Engineer, then 
delivered in to your Committee Extras from 
Reports of the Engineers appointed by the 
Commiſſioners to ſurvey the State of the Na- 
vigation ; and from Report of the Committee 
of Commiſſioners, appointed at a General Mee- 
ting to Survey the ſaid Rivers, held 31ſt May 
1791 ; And allo, 


Extracts from the neren of the Commit- 
tee of the Thames Navigation Commiſſioners, 
on the ſtate of the Navigation below Great 
Marlow, dated June 24th 1789, with Mr. 
Brindley' s Eſtimates for making a Navigable 
Canal from Monkey Iſland and Boulter's Lock 
to Iſleworth ; And alſo, 


Eſtimate of and Contract with Mr Edge for 
8 Pound Lock near Olney Mill; Then, 
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Mr. Robert Mylne being examined, ſaid, ' 


he has Surveyed the River from Leachlade to 
Whitchurch ; in conſequence of that Survey, 


he made the two Reports, extracts from which 


he has laid before the Committee, and in which 
he has ſtated every Thing material that was de- 
ſective in the Navigation, and ſuggefied vari- 
ous Particulars to remove the Deteas : The 


State of the Navigation from Folly Bridge 


downwards 1s in a tolerable State ; but from 
that point up to Leachlade, it is in his Opini- 
on no Navigation at all, fit for the demands 
of the Country ; and for want of thoſe things 
being done which he recommended upon ma- 
king theſe Reports to the Commiſhoners, a 
Committee was appointed to inſpect the whole 
extent of the River from Leachlade to Whit- 
church, on which he had reported, and he at- 
tended the Survey made by that Committee 


of ſeveral Days continuance ;- that ſince that 


Time he has had different opportunities of in- 
ſpecting ſome parts of that Navigation, and he 
could not find in thoſe Parts that any Thing 
had been done, except at Pinkill Weir, next 
above Enſham Bridge, where a Pound Lock 


has been conſtructed, but is of no Kind of 


Uſe in itſelf to the Navigation, on Account of 
the old Weir of Timber in the bed of the 


River being totally rotten and tumbled into 
the River, and ſeemingly deſerted ; the State 


of the different Weirs are totally ruinous, and 
left ſo by the Proprietors or Occupiers in Ex- 
pectation of fomething being done by making 


Pound Locks and Cuts; and by nothing being 
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done in that reſpect he conceives the Naviga- 
tion to be in a worſe State now than formerly; 
that he has examined the Plan of a Canal 
made by Mr. Whitworth, in the Year 1784, 
from the Thames and Severn Canal above 
Leachlade to Abingdon, and gone over the 
greateſt. part of the Ground, that if the im- 
provements of the River were not to be carri- 
ed to a much greater Degree than they are, the 
Canal would be the better and moſt uſeful 
Navigation; but if the River was to be improved 
to the extent it is capable of, he thinks it would 
be better for the Public that it ſhould be con- 
fined to the River, but he conſiders the Im- 
provements up to the preſent Time as a Half 


meaſure only; that he believes if that part of the 
Thames through Oxford had not had the Mo- 


ney laid out on it there has been, it would have 
been much better, and leſs expenfive to have 
gone by the Witham Stream ; but as the point 
had been determined on to improve the Thames 
through Oxford, he pointed out in his Report 

the beſt Method of performing that Service ; 
and the Navigation through Port Meadow 
has been continued in a Way diametrically _ 
oppoſite to the Opinion he gave, which was, to 

have continued the Towing. Path on that fide 
of the River where the Land is higheſt in 
point of Level, and neareſt to the deep navi- 
gable Water; but the Queſtion of ſome Wil- 
low Trees, more or leſs, on one ſide of the Ri- 
ver than the other, ſeemed to weigh very much 
in the Scale; and afterwards, having been ad- 
viſed with on that point, he was interrupted in 


(39) 
the Courſe of his inveſtigating that ſubjeR by 


a Minute being ſent him, that there was no 
occaſion for his taking any more trouble on- 
that Head; That he thinks it would be a good 
Thing for the Country if a Canal was made 
from Hart's Ferry to or near Abingdon, even 
7 though the Navigation of the River was made 
complete round by Oxford between thoſe 
Points: That when he ſaid he thought that if 
q | the River was improved to the Point to which 
it is capable, it would be better than the Ca- 
nal , he alluded to the whole Length from 
Leachlade, whereas he only now ſpeaks of from 
Hart's Ferry to Abingdon, leaving the River 
navigable for the reſt of the Way, which would 
{ave about 19 miles out of 24; and if both 
the Propoſitions were executed, he is induced 
to believe that the principal Paſſage Way uſed 
by the Public would be by the Canal, even if 
they were to pay, a Duty equal to the Expence - 
of raifing all the Water neceſſary for it out of 
the Rivers Ock or Thames by Fire Engines. 
The Reaſons for this Opinion are, Firſt, 
the ſhortneſs of the Line ; 2dly, the certainty 
of the Navigation ; and gdly, its never bei 
liable to Inundations; And that if the ſeveral 
Things which he mentioned in his Report, to- 
gether with the additional Matter which oc- 
curred on the Survey made by the C: mmitiee, 
had been adopted, the River Thames and Iſis 
would have been acomplete line of Navigation 
ſo far as the extent goes: That the Exiſtence - 
of the old Locks under a {cparate Management, 


and the Collection of Talls there, independant + 
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of the Commiſſioners, is a conſiderable Obſta- 
cle to the Improvement of the Navigation ; 
and ſo is alſo Weirs and Fiſheries. 


And being aſked, If he thinks the Prac- 
tice of attempting to expedite the Navigation. 
by Flaſhes 1s effectual, or the beſt that can be 
adopted? he ſaid, That ſo far from being the 
beſt, or anyways effeQtual, he thinks it is the 
very worſt that could have been adopted ; and 
its being handed down by our Forefathers from 


a Period of Time prior to the Invention of 
Pound Locks, 1s the true Realon why the Navi- 


gation is in ſo bad a State; by that method eve 
Acquiſition of Navigation performed on the 
River, is an Acquiſition of difficulty: In Ex- 


planation of that Opinion, he begs to refer to 
his Second: Report. | 


If the Canal was made from Abingdon to 
Hart's Ferry, and the Thames put into perfe& 
Order from Hart's Ferry to Leachlade, Bar- 
ges might navigate from Abingdon to Leach- 
lade in one Day ; but it would take two days 
at leaſt to go by the Line of the River, if that 
was put into a perfect State. 

That he made himſelf acpuainted with the 
Method in which the Contracts were made by 
the Oxford Committee for building of Locks, 
becauſe he found the Execution of the Works 
contracted for ſo very imperfe& and improper, 
that he found it neceſſary to flate the method 
by which the Buſineſs was done: He enquired 


# 
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for Plans, Particulars, and Contract; and, 

his great Aſtoniſhment, he found that the 
Methed of cxecutirg it was not ſlated on Pa- 
per ; even that the drawings prepared by Mr. 
Clcwes were not executed in point of Quan- 
tity of Work done, eſpecially in the Height 
of the ſide Walls, all which he has more parti- 
cularly ſtated in his Report; and as to the Form 
of a Contract, or propoſals for it given in by 
Workmen, there was no other Paper prepared, 
Letorc or after the Agreement had been entered 
into, than the Paper he had delivered in: Part 
of the Wing Walls at the Tail of the Lock 
had tumbled down, and blown out for 10 feet 
in length; and 5 feet in Height on the North 


fide, and the South fide was defective for 6 


fect in length, and 4 in Height, on Account 
of the improper Manner of laying the Foun- 


dation; the Perſon who built the Lock atten- 


ded him on the occaſion , Whole Name is 
Harris Goal Keeper at Oxford, and who, from 
Iniormaticn, had never been employed in ſuch 
Works before; that in One of his Surveys he 
ſound great Contukos j in the Execution of the 
Im piovements on the River, for at or near 
Eiblick Hythe be found a Quantity of Trees 
cut down for the purpoſe of clearing the Bank 
for the Towing Path, which Trees "had been 
Ickt lying cn the Pank in a moſt confuſed 
way, when, upcn erquiry, he found that they 
were left in that Confuſion by an Order of 
the Oxlerd Committee to the Perſon employ- 
ed by the Commiſheners, not to proceed, as 
they laid it was within their Diſtrict; that he 
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ſaw them a conſiderable time after they had been 
cut down, and nothing had been then done , 
and he believes nothing more 1s now done , 
urlels it may be the clearing away the Trees, 
all the neceſsary Bridges for the Towing path 
acroſs Ditches, and the Mouths of fide Streams, 
are ſtill left undone, and by that Means the 
Towing path is interrupted and deficient. 


And being aſked, If he was ſufficiently 
acquainted with the River from Boulter's lock 
to Staines, ſo as to be able to judge whether 
that can be made a good Navigation? he aid, 
He has not been employed profeſſionally : but 
as a ſubject of public inyeſtigation, he has ex- 
amined the greateſt part of that Diſtrict of the 
1iames, and is of Opinion that the Navigation 
of it might be coſiderably improved, but not 
ic as to make it a perfect Navigation, and not 
ſo good as a Canal Navigation, either in One 
or ] wo lengths «qual to that Extent, one from 
Staincs to Iſleworth, and another from Staines 
v4waids to Puulter's Leck; that he thinks the 
Navigation from Staines to Iſleworth might 
be conſiderably improved by various Works, 
in Addition to the very great Improvements 
which have been done by the City of London 
lince he was firſt acquainted with it; that there 
is a Loop near Chertſey, a ſhort Cut and 
Pound Lock made in it opposite to Chertſey . 
Piidge; another at Stcnar's Cut, opposite to 
the River Wye, and by other Works of bal- 
laſting che Shoals and Contracting the Breadth 
of the Navigable Stream, would considerably 
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for Plans, Particulars, and Contract; and, to 
his great Aſtoniſhment, he found that the 
Metkcd of cxecutirg it was not ſlated on Pa- 
per; even that the diawings prepared by Mr. 
Clcwes were not executed in point of Quan- 
tity of Work done, eſpecially in the Height 
of the ſide Walls, all which he has more parti- 
cularly {tated in his Report; and as to the Form 
of a Contract, or propolals for it given in by 
Workmen, there was no other Paper prepared, 
Letorc or after the Agreement had been entered 
into, than the Paper he had delivered in: Part 
of the Wing Walls at the Tail of the Lock 
had tumbled down, and blown out for 10 feet 
in length; and 5 feet in Height on the North 
fide, and the South fide was defective for 6 
fect in length, and 4 in Height, on Account 
of the improper Manner of laying the Foun- 


dation; the Perſon who built the Lock atten- 


ded him on the occaſion , whole Name is 
Harris Goal Keeper at Oxfora, and who, from 
Information, had never been employed in ſuch 
Works before; that in One of his Surveys he 
ſound great Confuſion in the Execution of the 
Im piovements on the River, for at or near 
Bibiick Hythe be found a Quantity of Trees 
cut down for the purpoſe of clearing the Bank 
for the Towing Path, which Trees "had been 
Icit lying en the Pank in a moſt confuſed 
way, when, upen erquiry, he found that they 
were Icft in that Confuſion by an Order of 
the Oxlcrd Cen mittee to the Perſon employ- 
ed by the Commiſheners, not to proceed, as 
they laid it was within their Diftrict ; that he 
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ſaw them a conſiderable time after they had been 
cut down, and nothing had been then done , 
and he believes nothing more is now done, 
urlels it may be the clearing away the Trees, 
all the neceſsary Bridges for the Towing path 
acroſs Ditches, and the Mouths of fide Streams, 
are ſtill left undone, and by that Means the 
Towing path is interrupted and deficient. 


And being aſked, If he was ſufficiently 
acquainted with the River from Boulter's lock 
to Staines, ſo as to be able to judge whether 
that can be made a good Navigation? he aid, 
He has not been employed profeſſionally : but 
as a ſubject of public inyeſtigation, he has ex- 
amined the greateſt part of that Diſtrict of the 
1Ti:ames, and is of Opinion that the N avigation 
of it might be coſiderably improved, but not 
ic as to make it a perfect Navigation, and not 
ſo good as a Canal Navigation, either in One 
or ] wo lengths «qual to that Extent, one from 
Staincs to Iflcworth, and another from Staines 
vpwaids to Poulter's Leck; that he thinks the 
Navigation from Staines to Iſleworth might 
be conſiderably improved by various Works, 
in Acdition to the very great Improvements 
which have been done by the City of London 
lince he was firſt acquainted with it; that there 
is a Loop near Chertſey, a ſhort Cut and 
Pound Lock made in it opposite to Chertſey 
Þ11dage; another at Stcnar's Cut, opposite to 
the River Wye, and by other Works of bal- 
laſting the Shoals and Contracting the Breadth 
of the Navigable Stream, would considerably 


1 


improve it; that he can't think that theſe 
Works will make a ſafe and certain Navigation 
at all Times of the Year, as in the Caſes of 
ſhort Water Time, in particular dry Sc aſons, 
and in Times of Floods and Inundations, there 
muſt be great Uncertainty in the Navigation; 
that he apprehends there is no occasion to make 
any, other Locks than the two he bas menti- 
oned, for to make mofe would require Weirs 
annexed to them; that it would be very eaſy 
to make a Canal from Staines to Ileworth , 
which would be advantageous to the Pubiic m 
general; that he don't lee that it would affect 
the Navigation of the River at all, the uan- 
tity of Water neceſſary is ſo ſmall as to be 
ſcarcely perceptible, and there are ſeveral 
Streams in the Country which might poſſibly 
ſupply the whole Canal ; that if the Cana! was 
1 made from Boulter's Lock it would be affec- 
| ted a Degree. more, but then the Quantity will 
be ſo ſmall it is not worth while to count in 
the Scale of the Queſtion, it would not affect 
the worſt part of the Thames Navigation in 
any ſensible degree, and that oniy in the drieſt 
Seaſons ; the whole Water that paſscs by a 
Canal is the Lockage Water n«ceflary to carry 
a Boat down the Canal, and a Boat will re- 
quire a hundred thouſand Times that Quantity 
to go down by the natural Stream. 


- 
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And being asked, If he imagined the 
King's Engine at Windſor could any way be 
injured by making the Canal? he faid, Not in 
| the ſmalleſt Degree; and he is certain, that 
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the Engine might be improved ſo as to do 
double the buſineſs it does at preſent ; and he 
conceives the Town of Windſor would receive 
no Injury at all, becauſe the River Thames 
from thence to Iſleworth would be as free for 
Navigation as it' is now; and if the Canal was 
made, and a Cut of Communication from the 
Wharfs at Windſor into it, they would have 
the Opportunity of going by the Canal, or by 
the River which ever way they. pleaſed, and at 
all Times of dry Seaſons or of Floods, when 
the River would not be ſo ſafe or convenient, 
he conceives the Canal to be rather a Benefit 
than an Injury; that he considers that the Na- 
vigation of the natural Stream is always to be 


taken Care of in keeping thoſe Works in Re- 


pair which are already made, and in ſcouring 
away any Shoals of Sand or Gravel caſt up by 
Floods ; but as to Weeds and Ruſhes, he con- 
siders them uſeful to the Navigation, inaſmuch 
as they hang up the water over Shoals to a 
greater Depth than otherwiſe there would be; 
that the Navigation required by the Towns 
and Villages, and Perſons intereſted in the 


Lands, would always keep the Navigation of 


the River in the natural State; but putting the 


| Caſe of no barges paſſing up and down, of 


courſe the Shoals, and other Obſtructions, 
would increaſe. . 


There is one. Point of View, the moſt 
moſt material of any, in which the ruinous 
Method of navigating by Flaſhes has not been 
pointed out, and that is, that the whole of the 
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Riyer Thames, from Oxford upwards, is uſed 
as a Reſervoir to ſend Flaſhes forward for the 


Uſe of the Navigation of the lower Parts below 


Oxford; and further, it is the Practice of the 
River not to allow of any Flaſhes out of the 
Mill Dams in the lower Diſtricts, unleſs a flaſh 
has been brought down from the Upper Di- 
ſtrict, and it is equally prejudicial to all the 
Property in the Mills: To make the Navigati- 
on of the Thames in the moſt perfect State 
poſſible, it is abſolutely neceſsary to purchaſe 
or agree for all Weirs and Fiſheries, and to 


have an abſolute Power over the Millers that 


they ſhall not work their Mills below a certain 
Level: The Obſtruction in paſſing through 
Folly Bridge, Oxford, is the greateſt throughout 
the whole Extent of the River; the Bargemen 


navigating the River all agree in this Point, 
Then, | 


Mr. THOMAS COURT, of Oxford, 


Bargemaſter, navigating the whole Extent of 
the River from Leachlade to London, being 
examined, ſaid, That Part of the Navigation 


of the River from Leachlade is in very bad 
Order, inſomuch ſo, that, ſuppoſing Seventy 
Ton of Goods to be brought from Leachlade, 
they muſt have two Boats to bring them down 
to Brechens's Weir; another boat is then 
wanting to lighten the others and bring the 
Goods to Oxford, where one is ſufficient to 
bring them to London ; that Barges are from 
two days to two days and an Half, this Time 
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of the Year, perfecting the Voyage from Leach- 
lade to Oxford, at Fiaſh Times three Days , 
and are three days going back with an empt 

Boat. That the Impediments are Shallows, the 
firſt of which from Brechin's Weir is Bold 
Weir, from the badneſs of the Repairs of which 
the Water cannot be kept up; the next 18 
God ſtow Pound, the Sill of the Lock is laid too 
high, and the Cut to the Lock is not of ſuffi- 
cient Depth, ſo that it is worſe now than it was 
before, and more expenſive; the Sill of Pin- 
kill new Lock is alſo laid too high, and ſo was 


Olney; the Towing path on Port Meadow is 


ſo bad we cannot ule it, being obliged to tow 
on the Farmers Grounds ; on the other Side it 
it waſhed away in ſome Places ſo much, that 
a {mall Boat will go over it; it ought to have 
been made on the other fide, on the firm 
Ground, that it would have been to the Inte- 
reſt of the Farmers, 'and to the Navigation, 
and it ought to be continued on that Side to 

Bablick Hythe ; but he thinks it would be more 

adviſeable to abandon the preſent Navigation 
down Port Meadow, and go by Witham and 
Botly, ſo as to fall in below the Folly Bridge 
in Oxford, as the Expence which has been 
laid out in Port Meadow and Godſtow would 
have made the Cut: Pinkill Lock was built 
by one Nock, Mr. Daniel Harris acting as 
Engin cer, who was a Journeyman Carpenter 

when he came to Oxford : The Locks at Saint 
John's Bridge, Buſcot, and Ruſhey, are in 
good Condition, and have been ſo ſince they 


were built, and wanted no Alteration, and 


vnſwer the Purpoſe of the Trade; they were 
built by Mr. Jofiah Clowes; the Navigation 
from the Mouth of the Thames and Severn 
Canal to Ruſhey 1s very well at preſent: There 
is a back Weir below Clarke's, conſtrued by 
Mr. Harris, which is blown up; and ſhould 
Low Water come, Boats will not be able to 
get over Clarke's Hill, without that being re- 
paired direCtiy: We can get up with a loaded 
Barge from Oxford to Leachlade, in half a 
Day more than when empty ; the great Diffi- 
culty occurs in the ferrying over ſo often—the 
Horſes ſtanding ſtill more Hours in a Day than 
working; At preſent the Navigation from Ox- 
ford to Wallingford is very well, but at Low 
Water it 1s bad from Sutton to Chamberhole ; 
that that Difficulty would in a great Meaſure 
be cured, by putting down a Stop or new Lock 
between Day's Lock and Sutton Lock, and 
contracting or deepening the Channel at Clif- 
ton Ferry; that they have. been ſometimes 
longer going from Wallingford to Oxford, than 
boats have been going from Wallingford to 
London and back; That the Towing path is 
very good from Wallingford to Newnham lock, 
but they are obliged to make ſeveral Croſſes, 
by Reaſon of not being permitted to Tow a- 
croſs Lord Harcourt's Meadow; from Newn- 
ham Lock to Oxford it is in a very bad State, 
wantiug Repair very much; Wallingford bridge 
is a bad one; Sutton Lock has been improved, 
but the Barge Maſters are liable to many Im- 
poſitions there: They are obliged to drink at 
the Public Houſe there: The High Water 
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Marks are not correct Newnham Lock is bad: 
every old Lock and Weir wants to be taken 
into the Commiſſioners Hands, becauſe the 
Fiſhermen, who rent the Weirs in the Weſt 
Country, will not ſhut in, according to the 
Order of the Commiſſioners, to keep in a ſuf- 
ficient Head of water, and the Millers draw 
the water off. 


The River, between Windſor and Reading, 
is in a very good State, only a few Shallows 
want balaſting; and Goring. Lock is be- 
tween two Mills, wbich, when at work, 
draw off the water, ſometimes lo much as to 
hinder the entrance into the lock; and there 


are very bad Shallows below Wallingford bridge 
and between Goriug and Cockſands, 


The Navigation 1s very well from Reading 
to Boulter's lock , except below Marlow Pound 
Lock; between Boulters lock and Staines is 
very bad in low water Time ; from Staines to 
Iſleworth is equally bad. 


And being aſked, how many Horſes are 
cuſtomarily uſed in towing a Barge of Seventy 
Tons againſt the Stream, from Staines to Boul- 
ter's lock? he ſaid, from. Stadbury to Wind- 
for, 10 or 12 borſes; from Windlor to A- 
merden bank, 8; from thence to Boulter's 
lock, 10 and 12; from Boulter's to Poulton's 
horfing , ©; from thence to Hedſor, 8; from 
thence to Spade Oak 8; to Marlow 8; to Henley 
5 or 6; from thence to the Kennet's Mouth, 8; 
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from thence to Gaddington, 10; from thence 
to Chamberhole, 6; from thence to Benlon, 7 
or 8; and from Benſon to above Abingdon, 10 
or 11 ſometimes 12; from thence we take our 
own Horſes, 5; from Oxford to Leachlade they 
uſe 3 boats to carry up 70 Tons, with 3 Hor- 
ſes to each boat; upon the Thames and Se- 
vern Canal they carry the 7O tons in 1 Boat, 
and with 1 Horſe; the Feight and Tonage 
from Leachlade to London is 20s. per ton; 

from London to Leachlade, 25s. : that if a Ca- 
nal was cut from Boulter's lock to Iſleworth, 
according to Mr. Truſs's Plan, and the Im- 
provements made from Oxford to Leachlade, 
they could carry Goods for 188. up, and 138. 
down: That he has conſidered this, and is 
certain, from the Calculations he has made. 


That there is a very great expence in tow- 
ing lines between Boulter's and Ifleworth; a 
Horle line coſts about £10. or C11., which, 
if it laſts 3 Voyages, is locked upcn as a great 
deal : that he never knew one laſt four but 
once which was in Summer Time: that the 
Trade is ſo much increaſed, that they can't get 
the gocds dewnward to Lenden for want of a 
returned Freight: the Chick of the Gocds 
brought downward are at preſent Iron, Copper, 
Tin, manufactured and Pig Iron, Braſs, Spel- 
ter, Cannon, Cheeſe, Nails, all Iron Govds, 
and bomb Shells. 


w e have not brought any, Coals down 


from the Severn Canal theſe Two Years; the 


. 
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Expence run ſo high we could not do it on the 
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River ; the Freight from Leachlade to Oxford 
is 88. 6d. per ton; if the River was improved, 
and no Impolition made at the Weirs we could 
do it for 4s. 6d.; the Freight for Copper to 
Temple Mills is 18s. the ſame to Wrayſbury 
near Staines; it the Improvements were made 
above Oxford we could carry it 4s, 6d. chea- 
per, and ſhould be able to bring Coal brought 
{from the Thames and Severn Canal to Oxford, 
ſo as to be able to underſell the Coal brought 
to Oxtord by the Banbury Canal : That Im- 
poſitions are exacted at private Locks; that 
the barges can't go ſo deep up as down, be- 
ing lafe with two inches of board down, but 
muſt have Six up; that, if the Weather was 


Days, and the water as 1t was 
laſt Year, the barges could go from Walling- 


fed to Buuitcr's lock one Day, from Boul- 
ter's to Brenitord a Day and a Half, it has 
been done in a Day; from Brentford to Boul- 
ter's lock, they are two days and a half going 
vp; ir-m thence to Wallingford about the 
fame Time; he was never longer laſt Summer 
than nine days going from Londow to Oxford; 
when going down, they generally have a fingle 
Horſe to draw them out of the Heads of the 


different Pounds, and along the Reaches that 
lead to the Pound locks, 


With favourable water it will take 1 day 
to go from Oxford to Wallingford, and 24 from 
Walſingford to Oxford; but they have been 3 
wecxs, and from London to Oxford 8 weeks. 
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And being aſked what he uſually carried up? 
he {aid Groceries, Deals, foreign Timber, Mcr- 
chandize of every Kind, and a few Coa's, and 
of late Raw. Hides for Tewkeſbury and Wor- 
ceſter, and Gunpowder to Briſtol and | iver- 
pool: that he has been app'icd to the laſt time 
he was up, to take Sugars to be carried to 
Briſtol, but did not take them, for when the 
came to enquire the Price, they found they 
could go cheaper by the Kennet to Newbury, 
and the reſt of the way by land Carriage: if 
the River was improved above Oxford, he 
thinks that the Trade which goes by land Car- 
riage from Newbury to Briſtol would pals by 
Leachlade, and he is ſure they could carry 
Goods from Leachlade to London at Sixteen 
Shillings and Six Pence per Ton. 


Mr. WILLIAM LAN GLE, of Great 
Marlow, bargemafter, being examined, laid, 
that he navigates the River from Henley to 
London a barge of 146 Tons, a ſmal one of 
77, and another of 66; that it general.y takes 
two Horles to draw the one of 146 tons from 
Putney to Richmond, with the ſmall barge in 
Tow three horſes; from Richmond to Hamp- 
ton Court moſtly Ten horſes with the ſingle 
boats, Twelve with the ſmall One in Tow; 
from Hampton Court to Weybridge Twelve, 
and Fourteen with the ſmall one in Tow; from 
Weybridge to Windſor Fourteen, and Seven- 
teen with the ſmall barge in Tow in the Win- 


ter Streams; from Windlor to Amerden bank 
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Ten horſes, with the large one twelve; from 
thence to Boulter's lock Twelve horſes, either 
ſingle or double ; from Boulter's lock to Hed- 
ſor Twelve; from Hedſor to Cookham, Ten 
horſes; from Cookham to Spade Oak, Four 
horſes, being a very eaſy Strain; from Spade 
Oak to Marlow Ten horſes ; and from Marlow 
to Henley Eight; that the worſt Paſlage is 
Tangier Flat, a Quarter of a Mtle below 
Windſor, a very dangerous Place, and at Sun- 
bury Flat Accidents ſometimes happen to the 
horles by the Paths being ſo bad: above Tan- 
gier £14. a year uſed to be paid to Mr. Ro- 
bert Cannons who kept Windſor Bridge, but 
they now pay 3s. 6d. per Voyage ; he has had 
another bill of 25s. brought him for a Tow-- 
ing Path Rate down at Old Windſor Gate. 


That he lately came from Henley to Brent- 
ford in two days: the ſhorteſt time of going up 
is Three days to Marlow, ſometimes a whole 
Week when the water has been low; but the 
general Rate is Four days from London to 
Marlow this Time of the year, and Five in 
ſhort days, which he ſuppoſes is 70 or 80 miles 
by water. Then, | 


Mr. RALPH ALAN MOULD, of 
Newgate Street, Cheeſemonger, being exami- 
ned, ſaid, that he has been concerned in that 
Trade upwards of 26 Years; and that he re- 
ceives great quantities of Cheeſe from Leach- 


lade by barges, for which he pays 13d. per 
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hundred Freight, which is higher than what was 
paid 5 years ago, occaſioned By the Expences 
on the River by additional Locks, advance of 
Wages, and dearneſs of Proviſions : that he 
ſuppoſes 2,500 tons of Cheele are Annually 
ſent in Time of Peace from Leachlade to Lon- 
don, but in Time of Wer the Tonnage in- 
creaſes from eight hundred to a thouſand; that 
he receives Cheeſe f1cm Abingdon, from whence 
he conceives from 12 to 1500 tons ot Cheeſe 
are brought, the Freight for which is 10d. per 
100 weight; a great Quantity of which Cheeſe 
is brought threugh Leachlade from Glouceſter. 
ſhire, to be put on bbard at Abingdon, which 
Cheeſe if the Navigation of the River was ſo 
improved that a barge might paſs in one day 
from Leachlade to Abingdon, would be put 
on board at Leachlade; that if the River Na. 
vigation was certain, and not liable to Obſtruc- 
tions, the Ships that load at Waterford would 
frequently unload at Briſtol cn Account of the 
Merchants at London, and be from thence 
conveyed by the way of Leachlade and the 
Thames to London; and he receives Cheeſe 
from Cheſhire and Shropſhire by the ſame 
Way ; that Cheeſe is liable to be much dama- 
ged by Delays on the River that they uſually 
{end it from the beginning of Auguſt to May, 
and the other Mcnihs receive it by land Car- 
riage, the Expence of which from Cirenceſter 
to London 1s gs. per hundred weight, and from 
Tetbury gs. 69. ; from Tetbury to Leachlade 

d. per hundred weight; from Circncefler to 
Leachlade 6d. ; that if the River Navigation 


(45 ) 


was certain, they ſhould begin bringing their 
Cheeſe earlier in the year, and ſhould have 
Welch Butter by the ſame Conveyance; if there 
was no Obſtacle in the Navigation, he ſhould 
get the Cheele in 5 days, by land Carriage it 
1s 3 days; that it is now ſometimes 6, 7, g, 
and 10. days detained on the River. 


WILLIAM VANDERSTEGEN, EC- 
quire, one of the acting Commiſſioners, being 
examined, ſaid, that he has acted as a Com- 
m ſlioner many years; that the Commiſhoners 
have given Orders for ballaſting, from Time 
o Time, the ſhallow parts of the River in the 
econd Diſtria; they have likewiſe erected ſome 
WW ittle Stops to raiſe the Water in the ſhalloweſt 
Parts; they have likewiſe made a Towing path, 
and erected Bridges and Gates for towing by 
Horſes throughout the whole Diſtrict. Theſe 
Works have been ſo inſufficient for the Pur- 
pole of navigating Barges loaded according to 
Act of Parliament, that the Commiſſioners have 
ſeveral Times reduced the Tolls to the Rate 
of a Boat laden at three feet only, inſtead of 
three feet nine, owing to the want of Pens to 
keep a ſufficient Depth of Water in dry Sea- 
lons ; that he does not recolle& that any O- 
pinion has been given by Profeſſional Men 
how thele Defects may be remedied , except 
that of Mr. Clark, who has been Surveyor of 
this Diſtrict 19 years, aſſiſted by Mr. Treacher, 
whole Opinion was, that the erecting three 
Pound locks wouid make a Navigation that 
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hundred Freight, which is higher than what was 
paid 5 years ago, occaſioned By the Expences 


on the River by additional Locks, advance of- 
Wages, and dearneſs of Proviſions : that he 
ſuppoſes 2,500 tons of Cheeſe are Annually 
ſent in Time of Peace from Leachlade to Lon- 
don, but in Time of Wer the Tonnage in- 
creaſes from eight hundred to a thouſand; that 
he receives Cheeſe f1cm Abingdon, from whence 
he conceives from 12 to 1500 tons of Cheeſe 
are brought, the Freight for which is 10d. per 


100 weight; a great Quantity of which Cheeſe . 


is brought threugh Leachlade from Glouceſter. 
ſhire, to be put on b6ard at Abingdon, which 
Cheeſe if the Navigation of the River was ſo 
improved that a barge might paſs in one day 
from Leachlade to Abingdon, would be put 
on board at Leachlade; that if the River Na- 


vigation was certain, and not liable to Obſtruc- 


tions, the Ships that load at Waterford would 
frequently un'cad at Briflol on Account of the 


Merchants at London, and be from thence 


conveyed by the way of Leachlade and the 
Thames to London; and he receives Cheeſe 


from Cheſhire and Shropſhire by the ſame 


Way; that Cheeſe is liable to be much dama- 


ged by Delays on the River that they uſually 


{end it from the beginning of Auguſt to May, 


and the other Mcnihs receive it by land Car-- 
riage, the Expence of which from Cirenceſter 
to London is gs. per hundred weight, and from 
Tetbury gs. 69: ; from Tetbury to Leachlade 
9d. per hundred weight; from Cirenceſter to 
Leachlade 6d. ; that if the River Navigation 
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was certain, they ſhould begin bringing their 
Cheeſe earlier in the year, and ſhould have 
Welch Butter by the ſame Conveyance; if there 
was no Obſtacle in the Navigation, he ſhould 
get the Cheele in 5 days, by land Carriage it 
1s 3 days; that it is now ſometimes 6, 7, . 
and 10. days detained on the River. 


WILLIAM VANDERSTEGEN, Eſ- 
quire, one of the acting Commiſſioners, being 
examined, ſaid, tbat he has acted as a Com- 
m ſſioner many years; that the Commiſſioners 
Whave given Orders for ballaſting, from Time 
o Time, the ſhallow parts of the River in the 
econd Diſtrict; they have likewile erected ſome 
WW itle Stops to raiſe the Water in the ſhalloweſt 
Parts; they have likewiſe made a Towing path, 
and erected Bridges and Gates for towing by 
Horſes throughout the whole Diſtrict. Theſe 
Works have been ſo inſufficient for the Pur- 
pole of navigating Barges loaded according to 
Act of Parliament, that the Commiſſioners have 
ſeveral Times reduced the Tolls to the Rate 
of a Boat laden at three feet only, inſtead of 
three feet nine, owing to the want of Pens to 
keep a ſufficient Depth of Water in dry Sea- 
lons ; that he does not recolle& that any O- 
pinion has been given by Profeſſional Men 
how thele Defects may be remedied , except 
that of Mr. Clark, who has been Surveyor of 
this Diſtrict 19 years, aſſiſted by Mr. Treacher, 
whole Opinion was, that the erecting three 
Pound locks would make a Navigation that 


determined, at a Meeting held the 12th of Ja- 


too deep to have made a Survey before the 1ſt of 
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would keep a ſufficient Head of Water to na- 
vigate three feet ten inches; that he is himſelf 
confident it will do fo, but there being a Re- 
ſtriction in AQ 28 Geo. III. not to ect any 
Pound lock below Boulter's lock, the Commil- 
foners could not give Orders for that purpoſe, 
but they intended to have applied to Parlia- 
ment this Seſſion for Power to enable them to 
erect Pound locks in this Diſtrict, but the Oc- 
cupiers of Land in the Neighbourbocd of 
W indfor being fearful that penning the Wa— 
ter might create Injury to their lands, it was 


nuary 1793, that the Application ſhould be 
deferred, and at that Meeting appointed Mr. 
Benjamin Davis as Engineer, and Mr, Jeſſop i 
the Engineer was added on the 2d. of Febru- 
ary, but that no Survey has been made, or 
any Opinion laid before the Commiſſioners 
that he does not imagine the River had been 


March, but Mr. Davis then reported it was too 
high for him to take ſuch a Survey, ſo as to en- 
able him to make a Report; that he is well aſ- 
ſured no other Devices but Pound locks will 
effectually make it a good Navigation. 


In the Third Diſtrit the Commiſſioners 
have erected Pound Locks by the Side ol the 
old Locks, by which mcans, and making Horſe 
_ Towing Paths, and attending to the Removal 


of the Shallows, the Navigation has been ren- 
dered good. | «a 
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In the Fourth Diſtrict Pound Locks have 
been erected, Towing paths made, and Shoals 
ballaſted, ſo that the Rivers afford a good Na- 
vigation, except when the Boats lie agroun |, 
and the Water is draincd for the purpole of 
getting them off. 8 


Pound locks have been erected in the 
Fifth Diſtrict, Towing Paths made as far as 
Newnham, and Orders given for immediate! 
completing the Towing Path to Oxford ; and 
the River has alſo been ballaſted, ſo that the 
Navigation, though not complete, is far from 
being bad. = 


In the Sixth Diftirict, Six Pound Locks 
have been erected, but they haye not had the 
good Effect as in other Parts of the River, 
on Account of the Proprietors of Weirs in 
that Diſtrict not having attended to the Or- 
ders of the Commiſſioners to repair them ſuf- 
ficiently, on Account of which they , cannot 
pen a ſufficient Head of Water: Horſe Tow- 
ing Paths have been made in the upper part of 
the Diſtrict, and, he believes, a good deal of 
Ballaſting done ; but, m the lower part, little 


is done to the Towing paths, much ballaſting 


required, and an Extent of two Miles of the 
River, between Olney Poun l and Goditow 


Pound, remains unimproved, and requires 
great Amendment, 


That a Survey was made, about 2 years 
ago, by a Committee of Commiſsioners, atten. 


4 


(4) 


ded by Mr. MylIne, from Leachlade to Whit- 
Li chick, which they reported to the General 
| meeting of Commiſsioners, who approved of 
'F their Report, and referred it to the Executive 
| Committee at Oxford, with a Recommendation 
to put what was recommended in the Sixth Di- 
ſtrict into practice ; but in the Summer of 1792 
the Cen mſi.cners, Ending little of the Work 
above recommended had been done, directed 
him to make a Survey, whieh he reported to 
the Commiſſioners cn the 6th of Auguſt ; that 
moſt of the Things ſo directed to be done were 
ſtill wanting; In conſequence of which Report, 
the Commiſſioners gave directions to the Ox- 


ford Committee to complete the Works : that 
fince that Time the River has been fo full of 


W ater in that Part, that little or none of the 
Works could be executed; but they are now 


Preparing to proceed with 85 expedition. 


That the Powers of the Act are execu- 
ted by Commiſhoners at General or Diſtrict 
Meetings, the General Quarterly Meetings be- 
ing heid at Reading, Marlow, and Oxford ; 
the other General Meetings are uſually adjourn- 
ed to the Neighbouring Towns, 'to where the 
Works are canyirg en; That be has no doubt, 

but that if the W orks ſo recommended were 
cempletely cxccuted, but that the River will 
carry Barges drawing Three feet Ten Inches, 
as far as Boulter's Lock, and below it, if the 


Commiſſioners were anthorifed to erect Pound 
Locks in that Diſtrict. 
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That it has been the Opinion of ſome of 
the Oxford Committee it was not neceſſary to 
go on with thoſe. Improvements until the 
Thames and. Severn Canal was finiſh-d ; but 
the Commiſſoners were of a different Opinion, 
and deſirous of their completing it as ſoon 
as polsible. 


The Extent of the Navigation within the 
Commiſsioners Jurildichon being upwards of 
an 100 miles, it is difficult to get the Commil- 
honers to go to Meetings far from Home, con- 
ſequently few of the Commilsioners are ac- 
quainted with the whole Line of the Navigation, 
aud therefore it is difficult for them to judge 
with Propriety of all the Works neceſſary; and 
there is no doubt but that if the Commiſsio- 
ss were to appoint a ſelect Number of Com- 
mitsioners to undertake the Improvement of 
the River, great Convenience would ariſe from 
3:, as well as benefit to the Public, Then, 


CHRISTOPHER CHAMBERS, Ef. 
quire, of Mincing Lane, a Proprietor of the 
Taanes and Severn Canal, being examined, 
laid, that the preſent State of the Navigation 
ot the River Thames 1s injurious to the Thames 


and Severn Canal; that Applications have been 


made to the Commiſsioners to improve it, and 
he recollects the Improving the River being 
objected to, until ſuch Time as the Trade was: 
brought thereon from the Canal, ſufficient to 
fausty the Expence ; that if the Thames was 
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put into as perſect a State as poſsible, he 
thinks he ſhould receive a fair Dividend for 
bis Money, but now receives none; that the 
Canal was made in full Confidence that the 
Commiſsioners of the Thames Navigation 
would complete their Navigation by the T me 
it was opened, but the Proprietors have been 
diſappointed, ; 


That the making a Canal from Hart's 


Ferry to Abingdon would be of great Impor- 


tance to the Thames and Severn Canal, Then, 
U 5 


Mr. JAMES BLACK, a Proprietor of 
the Thames and Severn Canal, being examined, 
ſaid that he finds Inconvenience ariſe to the 
Canal from the. preſent ſtate of the Thames, 
having received ſeveral Letters complaining that 
a conſiderable Quantity of Goods, to the A- 


mount of 300 tons, were detained at Leach- 


lade, on Account of the Difficulties experien- 
ced by the Barge Owners in navigating the 
upper Diſtricts of the River, and which is 
urged by the Traders on the Severn as an Ob- 
jection to the ſending Goods through the 
Thames and Severn Canal to London. 


That the Coſt of the Thames and Severn 
Canal was ſtated at the laſt General Meeting 
at above £250,000. including 5 per cent. Int - 
reſt on the Advances, and that no Dividend 
has been made to the Proprietors : at Leach- 
lade, fince the Canal was exccuted, Coal has 
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been ſold at 238. a ton, which before the Ca- 
nal was from 30s. to 36s. ; and that if the Na- 
vigation of the River was improved, the Pro- 
prietors of the Canal would receive a fair Di- 
vidend for their Money ; that repeated Appli- 
cations have been made to the Commiſſioners 
to improve the Thames, but he has been told 
by them they would not complete the Naviga- 
tion, until there was a Trade upon the River 
from the Canal. 


Mr. Black then produced a Copy of a 
Notice ſent by the Clerk of the Thames and 
Severn Canal Company to the Commiſhoners 
of the Thames, defiring them to improve the 
Navigation of the River ; then, 


Mr. Black being further examined, ſaid, 
that he has had within a month or ſix Weeks 
a Propoſal by Mr. Craſhay, of Thames Street, 
who has a conſiderable ManufaQory of Iron 
above Cardiff; he applied to him to know whe- 
ther he would engage to take 150 tons per week 
in the whole amounting to 2 oc tons, which 
he had laying in Glamorganſhire ; that the 
Thames and Severn Canal company have built 
a Schooner- built Veſſel on Purpoſe to accom- 
modate the Welch trade, with a ſliding Keel, 
in order to navigate the Briſtol Channel, as 
well as the Canal ; that he thinks the Price of 
Inſurance from the Briſtol Channel to London 
can't be done for leſs than from 5 to 7 per cent 
at the preſent time, and in time of Peace is 
about One and a Quarter. 
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That the chief Trade from the Thames 
and Severn Canal to London is Tin, Iron 
from Colebrook Dale, Cyder, Copper, Lead, 
Salt, Cheeſe, Braſs, and a great Variety of o- 
ther Merchandize, and Aquafortis from Bewd- 


ley; and that the Trade back conſiſts of all 
Kinds of Groceries, Rags, Ox Hides, conſide- 


rable Quantities of Tallow, Dye Woods for 
the Cloathing Manufacturers in Glouceſter, 


Pot Aſhes, and Oil for the Clothiers. 


A MEMBER preſent delivered in Ex- 
tract from Proceedings of a Meeting of the 


Commiſſioners at Leachlade the 29th of De- 
cember 17913 | 


—— 


Upon a Review of the whole Evidence 
it appears to your Committee, that notwith- 
landing the Expenditure of the Sums menti- 
oned in the Accounts delivered in by Mr. 
Montague, much to the Honour and Credit 
of the City of London, and of thoſe ſtated.by 
Mr. Allnutt on the Part of the Commiſhoners 
of the Five Upper Diſtricts, the River is yet in 
many parts in a very imperfect State. The 
chief Impediments to its Navigation are in the 
upper part of the Firſt, and in the Whole of 
the ſecond and fixth Diſtricts. 


It_alſo appears that no regular Plan of 
the whole Courle of the River. has been taken 
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es by any competent Engineer, on the Part of the 
on Commiſſioners, and that no Scheme or Project 
id, for a lyſtematic Improvement has ever been 
o- laid down and uniformly acted upon; that va- 
d- rious Opinions prevail amongſt the Commiſsi- 
all oners, with reſpect to the beſt manner of im- 
le- proving the River in the Second and fixth 
for Diſtricts: and that nothing effectual had been 
er, done ia conſequence of that Contrariety of O- 
pinion: To overcome the Difficulties in theſe 
Diſtricts Two modes have been ſuggeſted, One 
of conſtructing Pound Locks where none have 
xðx- hitherto been erected; the other by making 
he. Two Canals, the Firſt from Boulter's Lock to 
e- Iſleworth, by which 18 miles of Navigation will 
be ſaved; the Second, from Hart's Ferry, near 
New Bridge, to Abingdon, by which near 19 
miles will be ſaved. 
ice Your Committee will not preſume to give 
th- any Opin:on of their own as to either Propo- 
1t1- ſition, but only ſtate the Fats communicated 
Mr. to them in conlequence of the Enquiry they 
Git have been directed to make ; by a reference to 
by the journals of the Houſe, it will appear that 
1ers the Commiſsioners of the Five upper Diſtricts 
in have oppoſed every Attempt at Improvement 
he by Canals, though the Evidence given to your 
the Committee affords abundant teſtimony of their 
o. Negligence in endeayouring to perfect the 
River. . * 
| of 


In the Second Diſtrict the Commiſſioners 
ken have no Power to ere& Poupd Locks, hut they ; 
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have made Towing paths, and do not colleet 


any Tolls to pay the Intereſt of the Money 
borrowed for ſuch Purpole. | 


It cannot be doubted but Powers to erect 


Pound Locks in that Diſtrict might have been 
obtained by the Commilſstoners, bad not their 


'own diſagreement prevented them from ma- 


king proper Application to Parliament. 
In the Sixth Diſtrict they already poſseſs 


Powers ſufficient for its Improvement, equal 
to the Navigation of the other Diſtricts, but 
ſuch Powers have not been exercifed by them 


in any Degree adequate to public Expectation 
or general Advantage. 


There has been ſufficient Time ſince 
1785 (when a Canal was propoſed to avoid 
the difhculties of that Diſtrict) to compleat the 
Navigation thereof. Your Committee cannot 
Help expreſsing their Surprize at the little 
Progreſs made therein, eſpecially as they find 
that additional Powers were given by the Act 
28 Geo. III. and that Loans have been offer- 
ed, to a conſiderable Amount, more than the 
Commiſsioners required; allo, tbat frequent 
but ineffectual Applications have been made 
to the Commiſsioners to perfect the River by 
the Proprietors of the Thames and Scvern 
Canal. 


Perſons of Experience ought to be em- 
ployed in the Execution of the Works, the 
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Plans and Directions whereof ſhould proceed 
from ſome Engineer of eſtabliſhed Ability in 
ſuch Undertakings, who has no local Intereſts 
or prejudices to bias his Judgment. 


It is, at this time, a Matter of much doubt 
and Argument whether Pound Locks will an- 
{wer the Purpoles intended by thoſe who are 
advocates for them, in the firſt and ſecond di- 
ſtricts, without occaſioning much Inconveni- 
ence tothe Land Owners. The Improvements 
to be made in thele Diſtrict depend upon a 
conſiſtent Plan being adopted that may anſwer 
the purpoſe of both, otherwiſe the Public 
will not receive the full Benefit of an impro- 
ved Navigation, as an Imperfection in either of 
theſe Diſtricts affects the Navigation of the 
Whole. 


Upon the proper Meaſures to be pur- 
ſued a Controverly has ſubfiſted upwards 
of Twenty Years , during which Time the 
Public Intereſt has ſuſtained much Detri- 
ment. 


It appears to Your Committee that, if the 
Canals were executed, Thirty-ſeven Miles of 
Navigation would be ſaved in the Whole; the 
Expence of a Voyage from the Severn to Lon- 
don conſiderably reduced, which might then be 
performed with certainty Three or Four Days 


ſooner than can be done by the natural Courſe 
of the River, 
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According to the Evidence of Mr. Mould, 
a great Advantage would be given thereby to 
the conveyance of proviſions at all Times 85 


the Weſtern Counties to London, and from Ire- 
land, in Time of War. 


The Transport alſo of cannon, Shells, &c. 
from the Founderies in Shroplhire and Wales, 
would be much facilitated. 


Some Regulations are neceſſary with re- 
gard to Tolls, whereby all parts of the River 
may be placed on equal Terms, and the general 
Trade encouraged. 


By the 11th of George the Third the Com- 
miſhoners were ordered to inquire into the Tolls 
formerly paid to the Lock Owners and others: 
Your Cemmittee conceive a Clauſe was omitted 
in-pcvering the Commiſſioners to wake ſome 
Regulations in a point in which the public ſeem 

to be. very eſſentially injured. Though Parlia- 
ment unqueſti.nab'y meant to preſerve the In- 
come of the Lock Cwners in as geed a State 
for the futnre as they then enjoyed, yet it ne- 
ver could have been intended, your Commit- 
t-e preſume, to increaſe their profits at the Ex- 
pence of the Public ; ſuch however has been 
the Effect, by admitting them to receive an 
Increaſe of Income from every addition to trade 
on the River, acquired not by their own Ex- 

enditure but by Diſburſements from 'the 
Public Purſe. | 
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Expedition and Certainty of Carriage are 
abſolute y neceſſary for the promotion of Bra 
to Advantage: every Impediment to the free 


and uninterrupted Navigation of the Thames 


ſhould be removed without Delay, as an Evil 
injurious to the general Trade and Commerce 
of this Kingdom. | 


The River Thames ever of itſelf an im- 
portant Object, has of late ariſen to a greater 


Degree of Conſequence, by its Communication 
with the interior parts of the Iſland from the 


Junction of various Canals. 


It appears to your Committee that the 
grand cauſe of Delay in its Navigation can- 


not be removed until all the old Locks, 
Weirs, &c. are purchaſed; or placed under 
the ablolute Controul of the Commiſſioners, 
and the Practice of Flaſhing is abandoned ; 
that Mode 1s truly ſtated the Infancy the In- 
fancy of Artificial Navigation; inſuperable 
Objections to its Continuance appear. 


It appears to your Committee that ſuf- 


ficient Powers have not been given to the 


Commiſſioners to make the Navigation ſo 
perfect as it is capable of being made, and 
the Public Intereſts require; but that it 
never can be managed to the greateſt Ad- 
vantage under the numerous Body of Com- 
miſſioners ſo conſtituted as the preſent. 


Whether it may be more prudent to 
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form a Corporate Body, according to a Peti- 


4 


tion preſented to this Houſe in the Year 


= * 


1984, or to appoint a Sclect or Permanent 
Committee to whom the Whole Executive 


Power ſhould be committed, ſubject neverihe- 
leſs to the Controul of the Commiſſioners at 


large, in all Caſes where public or private 
Rights are concerned, muſt be left to Parlia- 
ment to determine, which alone poſſeſses ſu ffi- 
cient Power to reconcile contending Intereſts, 
to reform Abuſes in the Navigation, and to 
overcome Prejudices that impede its Pro- 


greſs to Perfection. 
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